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MATTHEW VI. 10. 


| --===T by K ingdom come. 


\ HE Correſpondence between Hea- 
ven and Earth is preſerved and 
conducted by Chriſt alone, for 

10 Man cometh, or can come, to. the Father 


but ' by him; It is he who preſents all 


our Homage to God ; It is he who tranſ- 
mits to him all our Petitions, and by his 
Hands all Mercy and Grace is conveyed 
down to*%us —— Our moſt fervent Pray- 
ers, the devouteſt Breathings of our Souls, 
muſt not only be purged from that Defile- 
ment which, cleaves to them, but even in 
their greateſt Purity, they muſt be offered 
up in his Cenſer, in order to their Accep- 
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| | tan® and can only aſcend by the Incenſe of 
his Sacrifice. | 


It ſhould therefore be our firſt and in all 
pur Approaches to the Throne of Grace, 
to ſollicite the Favour of this 2 | 


Mediator, and to procure his friendly Inter- 

ſition on our Behalf; and then we ſhall 
_ ns Cauſe to dread a Repulle ; for his 
Interceſſion i is, and muſt be, always preva- 
' lent —— The Dignity of his Perſon, - his 


Relation to the Father, —and eſpecially the 


Perfection of that Sacrifice upon which his 
Interceſſion i is founded, effectually ſecure 
Acceptance to us: So that if once we are 
fully perſuaded that our Requeſts are fram'd 
according to his Will, we need have no di- 
ſtruſtful Anxiety about their Succeſs, — for 
he will inforce them with all the Merit of 


his own Blood :—And therefore we ma 7 


confidently hope to obtain what we ask, in 


| "that Time and Way which unerring Wiſ- 


dom ſees beſt for us ;—For this, ſays the A- 
poſtle John, is the Confidence which: we have 
in the Son of God, that if we. ask any Thing 
according to his Will, he heareth us : Andif 


e Know that be beareth us, we know. that 
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we have the Petitions we deſired of him, Mn 
v. 14, 15. 
This, my Brethren, i is an abundant 18 


of Conſolation and Joy; and tho our De- 


ſires are limited to ſuch Things as are agree» 
able to the Will of our Redeemer; yet by 


this very Limitation our Comfort is ended, 


| and Prayer becomes a Privilege of infinite- 
ly greater Value than otherwiſe it would 
be. An unconfined Liberty in our Ad- 
dreſſes to God, would in moſt Caſes (to ſuch 
ignorant and unthinking Creatures as we 
are) amount to nothing better than the 
Choice of the Meaps and Manner of our 
own Deſtruction: For who knoweth what 
is good for Man in this. Life; ; whereas our 
glorious High-prieſt, who is perfectly ac- 
quainted with our State, can never be at a 
Loſs to know what is good for us; and the 
coſtly Proofs he hath already given of his 
Mercy and Love, leave us no Room to ſuſs 
pect his Concern for our Welfare.—— The 
leaſt Reflection op his Sufferings may eaſily 
convince us, that he ſincerely intends our 
Happineſs, and can diſapprove. of nothing 
but what is aryl to our Intereſt.—— 
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Net her hath heleft it to the uncertain Con- 


jectures and doubtful Reaſonings of our 


own Minds, to find out what is agreeable 


to him; this is clearly revealed to us in the 
Holy Scriptures: And to render the Diſco- 


very of it ſtill more eaſy to us, he hath fur- 


niſned us with a ſhort but perfect Model of 


Devotion, in this comprehenſive Prayer 
which he taught his Diſciples by attend- 
ing to which we may learn, as from his 
own Mouth, after what Manner we ſhould 
addreſs the Throne of Grace, and what 
ought to be the Mazter and Order of our 


Deſires.Hereby the ſureſt Foundation is 


laid for our Confidence and Hope, and 
whatever i is according to thisdivine Pattern, 
we may ask it with full Aſſurance of Faith, 
being confident that he who hath merited 
all the Bleſſings we need, will certainly liſt- 


en to thoſe Deſires which he himſelf hat 
excited and authoris d. And if we know | 


that he heareth us, we may from thence cer- 


tainly conclude, that we e ſhall have the Petitions 


we deſired of bim. 
I ſhall not detain you with any Account 


| pf the — Parts of this excellent Prayer, a 
| nor 


„ th. ES. 


oy" 2 ; nm — 


nor the particular Deſign for which our I'Srd 
introduced it in this Sermon: Only, to 
make Way for the Inſtructions I propoſe to 
lay before you on this Occaſion, I ſhall ob- 
ſerve in the General, 92 
That PRAYER, is not only e 
ledgement of our Dependence upon God 
for the Bleſſings we ask; but it Ikewiſe im- 
ports a/ſincere Ref olution, on our Part, to 
put ourſelves in the Way of theſe Bleſſings, 
and to uſe all proper Means for glytaining 
ther.—-Thus when we pray for daily Bread, 


we do not mean, . ſhould indulge 
our Idleneſ5, and feed us in a miraculous 


Way ; but only, that he would countenance 
our honeſt Endeavours, and proſper them by 
his Bleſſing, which alone maketh rich. 
In like manner, when we pray, as in my 
Text, That the Kingdom of God may come, 
we certainly intimate our own Conſent to 
be employed as Inſtruments in carrying on 
this Deſign, and muſt be underſtood as bin- 
ding and obliging ourſelves, by this Peti- 
tion, to do every Thing in our Sphere that 
may contribute to promote it. 

Accordingly I ſhall endeayour, in Depen- | 
dence upon the Divine Aid Hyſt, 
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what. is here m 


RY") 


bp. To explain and illuſtrate the 


"I Petition itſelf, and 


Second! ly, To ſhow what may reaſonably 


be expected from us in W 
of our uſing it. | 


Or rather indeed, what is abſolutely 
neceſſary to prove that we are ſin- 
cere, wheri we thus prays Thy King- 


dom come. 


It is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed, that any 
Who read their Bibles can be ignoragt of 
the Kingdom of God. 
was very common 


— This Form of SP 


among the Jews, eſpecially about the Time 


bf our Saviour's Appearance ; and uſed by 
them to ſignify, that grand Revolution fore: 
told in antient Prophecy) which was to be | 


brought about by the Meſligh, their long ex- 
peed King. —Thus we fihd the Phariſees, | 
Luke xvii. 20. enquiring when the Kingdom of 
Ged ſhould come ; that is, as the Context ex- 


plains it,when the Reign of theMeſſiah ſhould 
commence : And John the Baptiſt proclaim- 
ed the Approach * this glorious Perſon in 
the 
ebe 


999 
the fame Stile, ſaying; Repent ye, for the Ring- 
dom of Heaven is at Hand, Mat. iii. 2. There 
are ſeveral other Paſſages in the New Te- 
ſtament, where the ſame Phraſe occurs; from 
which it doth ſtill more plainly appear, that 


by the Kingdom of God is meant the Goſpel | 


Diſpenſation, in which Subjects were to be 
gathered to God by his Son as the reconciling 
MEDIATOR, and by him formed into a 
Church or ſpiritual Kingdom, againſt which 
the Gates of. Hell ſhall never prevail; but 
is ſtill to ſubſiſt on Earth, and enlarge itſelf 
it ſpite of all Oppoſgion, till at length it 
ſhall become perfect in Heaven, and tri- 
umph in eternal Glory. 

Now, this Kingdom is either EXT ER. 
NAL, comprehending all who make an 
open Profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt, and ſub. 
mit to theſe Ordinances he hath inſtituted ; 
—or INTERNAL, conſiſting in that 
Dominion which he exerciſes over the Hearts 
of his Subjects, converting them by his 
Grace to the Faith and Obedience of the 
Goſpel, enlightning their Minds, renewing 
their 1 and purifying their Aﬀections z 
B 2 
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filling them with Righteouſneſs, and thi 
and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt ;—that is, with 
true Chriſtian Virtue, and all the bleſſed 
Fruits. and Effects of it.— And no Doubt 
the Petition reſpects both theſe :—For tho 
the laſt, to wit the Dominion of Grace in 
the Heart, or the Kingdom of God within 
us, is beyond Compariſon the moſt valuable 
of the two, and therefore chiefly to be de- 
fired by us ;—yet, as this Kingdom is in- 
troduc'd and eſtabliſhed by Means of theſe 
Ordinances which Chriſt hath appointed, 
we ought likewiſe to, be much concerned 
for the Preſervation Ka Enlargement of the 
viſible Church, or that external Kingdom 
| within which theſe Ordinances are diſpenſed, 
and to pray for the one in order tb the other. 
So that this Petition may be conſidered, 
as directing us to pray for theſe following 
Things : 

1/7, That the Goſpel may be propagated 
throughout the World, and all Nations 
brought to the Knowledge of the only true 
God, and of Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
ſent. 

It appears from the Prophetic Writings 


of , 
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GED, 
of the Old Teſtament, that no leſs than uni- 
verſal Dominion was promiſed to the Lord Re- 
deemer. Ask of me, ſays God, P/a. ii. 8. and 1 
ſhall give thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, 
and the uttermoſt Parts" of the Earth for thy 

Poſſeſſion. It was foretold * That his Do- 
minion ſhould reach from Sea to Sea, and from 
the River ts the Ends of the Earth ;—yea, 
that all Kings ſhould bow down before him, and 
all Nations ſhould ſerve him; that Men ſhoulq 
be bleſſed in him, and all Nations call him bleſſed. 
And that remarkable Paſlage, Dan. vii. 13, 14. 
is moſt clear and expreſs to this Purpoſe. I 
ſaw, ſays the Prophet, in the Night-viſions, and 
behold, one like the Son of Man, came with the 
Clouds of Heaven, and came to the Antient of 
| Days, and they brought him near before him; 
and there was given him Dominion, and Glory, 
and a Kingdom, that all People, Nations, and 
Languages ſhould ſerve him, 
| Now, it is evident that the Extent of his 
; Kingdom doth not yet equal theſe magni- 
| ficent Deſcriptions of it. — There are till 
| many dark Corners of the Earth upon which 
B2 the 
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„ 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs hath never ariſen; 
others, which were once viſited with his 
healing and comforting Light, have had 
their Candleſtick long removed; and the 
Jeu, whoſe Return to their own Meſſiah 
| ſhall ſo remarkably enrich the Church, and 
give ſuch Life and Beauty to it, that Paul 
compares it to a Reſurreftion from the Dead; 
do till retain their Prejudice againſt him, 
and obſtinately refuſe Subjection to him. 
We ought therefore to pray that the Gor 
ſpel, which hitherto has been confined with» 
in very narrow Bounds, may gradually 
ſpread and extend itſelf on every Side, till 
at length it obtainPoſſeſſion of the whole 
Earth, and all the Kingdoms of this World ber 
come the Kingdoms of our God and of his 
Chriſt . But, 
adh, We are more eſpecially to pray for 
a Divine Bleſſing to accompany the Means 
of Grace ; 
That the Goſpel may come to Men nat 
in Word only, but 00 in Power, and prove 
effectual for turning them from Darkneſs unto 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God. 
That where Chriſt doth already reign in 
his 


® Rom, xi. 15, f Rev, Xi, 13. 


6: 
is external Ordinances, there he would alſo 
rect his Throne in the Hearts of Men, fab» 


duing Sinners to himſelf, and training up his: 
Saints, by the Influences of his holy Spirit, 
to a Meetneſs for that undefiled Inheritance 
which he hath purchaſed for them. And, 
3dly, We are likewiſe authoriſed by this 
Petition to pray, That whatever ſtands in 
Oppoſition to the Kingdom of our Redeem- 
er, either with reſpect to the Extent or Infla. 
ence of it, may be remov'd out of the Way : 
Particularly, that Antichriſt, that Man of” 
Sin and Son of Perdition, who. op poſeth and ex- 
alteth himſelf above all thut is called God *, and 


. hath long been drunk with the Blood of 


Saints ||, may be brought to the Ground, and 
never ariſe any more: That the Deluſi- 
ons of the falſe Prophet, and blaſphemous 
Impoſtor Mahomet, which have overſpread 
ſo great a Part of the World, may at length 
be detected, _ Kingdom of Darkneſs 
and Violence plucked up by the Roots. 
And tho' it doth not belong to us tochuſe 
the Time, or Means, or Manner of doing 
it, for theſe muſt be wholly ſubmitted to 
him who is wonderful in Counſel and excellent 


in Working ;,— yet ſurely it is lawful for us, 


(14 ) 

to deſire in the general, that God would ariſe 
and ſcatter all his incarrigible Enemies: And 
likewiſe, to condeſcend upon thoſe Ene- 
mies in particular, whom he hath deſcribed 
in Scripture by ſuch plain and legible Chara” 
Gers, that we can be in no Danger of mi- 
| faking them; and to plead, that what 
he hath purpoſed and ſpoken concerning 
them may be fulfilled in the moſt ſpeedy. and 
efftetual Manner. —In a Word, whate- 
yer is conduciye to the preſent Glory of the 
Redeemer, and the Proſperity of his King- t 
dom upon Earth, may juſtly be comprehen- 0 

\ 
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ded in this Petition : —— And it will never 
ceaſe to be of Uſe in the Church, till all the 
Redeemer's Enemies are made his Footſtool; 
and then it ſhall be exchanged for that tris 
umphant Song, Rev. xii. 10. Now is come Sal- 
vation, and Strength, and the Kingdom of our God, 
and the Power of his Chriſt. — Alleluia! for the 
Lord God Omni potent reigneth. — Let us be 
glad, and rejoice, and give Honour to him, for 
the Marriage of the Lamb is come, and his 
Wife hath made berſelf ready, Rev. xix. 6, 7. 
hus have I endeayoured to give you a 


ore 
dus Ixviii, x, Hort 
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ſhort Account of the Senſe and Import of 
this Petition ; let us now proceed, in the 
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Second Place, to conſider more largely, 
what may reaſonably be expected 
from us in conſequence of our uſing 
it or rather indeed, what is abſo- 
lately neceſſary to prove that we are 
ſincere when we thus pray,—Thy 
Kingdom come. And 

t/2, It is neceſſary that we ſhould become 
the Subjects of this Kingdom,—not in Name 
only, but in Deed and in Truth, otherwiſe 
we cannot wiſh the Proſperity and Ad- 


vancement of 'it.— 

This King of Zion, who ſways a Scepter 
of Grace over thoſe who cordially ſubmit 
to him, is likewiſe armed with a Rod T 
ron to daſh in Shivers his obſtinate Enemies; 
and therefore, to all ſuch, his Coming muſt 
be moſt terrible; and neither their Inclinati- 
on nor Intereſt will ſuffer them to deſire it. 
No Man can with the Increaſe of a Power 
which he knows to be oppoſite to him, e- 
ſpecially when the Oppoſition is ſo great, and 
the Difference ſo irreconcileable, as that 
which ſubſiſts between the Kingdom of Chriſt 
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and the Kingdom of Satan; for the one 
muſt neceſſarily be built upon the Ruins of 
the other. — 
. - Letusthen, my Brethren, throw down the 
Weapons of out Rebellion, and yield our- 
ſelves to this gracious Sovereign, and then 
the Increaſe of his Power ſhall become the 
Matter of our Joy. Let us invite him 
into our Hearts, and ere& a Throne for 
him there ;—or rather, let us beſeech him 
to erect one for himſelf, to caſt down every 
Thing within us that would exalt itſelf a- 
gainſt his Authority, and to take the full 
and perpetual Poſſeſſion of our Souls :—Let 
us unfeignedly accept him, in the whote 
Extent of his Office as Mediator; —— That 
ſtanding related to him as the Members o 
his Body, we may derive from him Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Righteouſneſs, and Sanctification, 
and every Thing neceſſary to our compleat 
Redemption: Let us ſecure to ourſelves 
a Title to the Protection and Privileges of 
his Government, by ſubmitting to the Laws 
-and Conſtitutions of it, and then it will be 
come eaſy and natural to us, to pray fo 
the Proſperity of a Kingdom to which we 
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belong — and the Glory of a Sovereign, 
who employs all his Power and Authority 
for our Good, A 

2d Duty incumbent upon us, in Conſe- , 
quence of our uſing this Petition, is, to en- 
deavour, by all the Methods we can, to 
perſwade others likewiſe to become the Sub- 
jects of this Kingdom. 

Many irideed call Chritt, Lord, Lord, but 
ew, alas! do the Things which he ſays * —They 
profeſs that they know God, while in Works hy 
deny him, — being abominable, and difobedj 
ent, and to every good Work reprobute. —— 
And ſhall not this move our Pity. and Com- 
paſſion ; can we look around us, even 
within the Limits of the viſible Church, 
ind ſee human Nature expoſed in every 
deform'd and ſickly Shape! Can we behold 
Multitudes of Men, who are called by the 
Name of Jeſus, counteracting the moſt ſa. 
cred Obligations of Conſcience, and even 
pouring Contempt upon the only Saviour 
of loſt Sinners ! Can we ſee all this, I fay, 
and not afford our helping Hand Do 
we pray that the Kingdom of God may 


dome, 
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come, and will we do nothing to introduce 

it into the Hearts of others, who by Na- 
ture are not leſs diſpoſed to entertain it, than 
we ourſelves once were! — If we are ſincere 
in uſing this Petition, let us ſhew it by our 
Endeavours to obtain what we ask :—Let 
us labour, with all our might, to awaken 
poor Sinners to a Senſe of their Danger, 


that they may fly under the Protection of 
that merciful Saviour, who hath ſaid ex- 


preſly, Him that cometh unto me, I will in uo 
wiſe caſt out +. 

Various are the Means which may be 
uſed for this Purpoſe, I ſhall mention one 
which is competent to all, and that is, a 
holy and exemplary Life.— There is a 
Grandeur and Majeſty in the Image of God, 
which exacts Homage to itſelf from every 
Heart :----There is ſomething within us, 
which, in ſpite of our Degeneracy, con- 
feſſes and approves of what is Right 
Truth in our Speech; Juſtice and Honeſty 
in our Commerce with others; — Patience 
under Affliction, and Pity to the afflicted ;-- 
a generous Contempt of the World ;--and 


f * 
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a Readineſs to do good to all. Theſe are 
Virtues which the worſt of Men ſecretly 
honour, and the acting of them explains 
them better, and enforces them more, than 
Words can do. — Would we then prevail 
with Men to become Chriſtians indeed; let 
F, us draw out Chriſtianity in our own Lives, 
f and make it viſible to their Eyes, and it 
- will ſpeak for itſelf more intelligibly and 
10 convincingly than we can do for Men, 
by beholding it, will ſee at once, that it is 
not only excellent, but by the Grace of 
God practicable too; and this is an Argu- 
ment that hath more Perſwaſion in it than 
any other can haye :----And then it is re- 


7 commended to us by our Lord himfelf, 
d, Mat. v. 16, Let your Light fo ſhine befire 
ry Men, that they may ſee 555 gud Works, and 
15, 


ghbrif5 your Father which is in Heaven, 

3dly, If we ſincerely deſire the Proſperity 
and Advancement of Chriſt's external 
Kingdom, we will manifeſt this by our 
Endeavours to ſupport and maintain it 
where it is already eſtabliſhed, eſpecially 


among ourſelyes. | 
C2 T his 


9 
I) mdis is an Evidence which may rea- 
ſonably be expected from us; and indeed 
without it, all our Profeſſions of Love to 
the Redeemer, and of Zeal for his Glory, 
muſt paſs for vain and flattering Pretences, 
which deſerve no Credit. We. only 
mock God, when we pray, that the 
Religion of his Son may become univerſal, 
| and fill the whole Earth, if at the ſame 
| Time we do not diſcover, by our Conduct, 
a hearty Concern for its Continuance in 
our own Land; — yea, if we do not actually 
reſiſt and oppoſe all Attempts whatever to 
carry it from us. 
It hath pleaſed God to diſtinguiſh us by 
our religious Privileges aboye moſt other 
Nations in the World ;-—-they were pur- 
chaſed by our Fathers, with the Expence 
of much Blood and Treaſure, and it would 
be highly criminal in us to reſign them 
tamely, but far more to throw them away 
with our own Hands: Yet forgive me to 
ſay, that they are chargeable with no leſs 
Crime than this, who either openly at- 
tempt, or ſecretly wiſh, to bring ONE 
to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, whoſe 


Prin- 
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principles oblige him to pull down what 
we apprehend to be the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and to carry us back to that Antichriſtian 
Slavery, from which we have ſo happily” 
eſcaped. 

There is ſuch a 1 . Inconſiſtency be- 
tween this Petition, and the Practice of 
ſuch People, that it is ſurprizing they don't 
obſerye it ;—and it mutt appear ſtill more 
wonderful, when we conlider, that the 
Perſons who are chiefly chargeable with 
this eee us, can't be ſupe 
poſed ignorant of the Meaning of this ex- 
cellent Prayer, which, by their own Ordi- 
nances, they oblige themſelves to uſe fo 
frequently, and even preſs it as a neceſſary 
Form upon others. — But ſurely the bare 
pronouncing the orgs of it cannot be 
ſuch Efficacy as to atone for Adions which 
contradict the Senſe of it; nor indeed do I 
ſuppoſe that they expect this from it... 
I rather believe, that inveterate Prejudice and 
rong Deluſion hinder many of them to per- 


ceive this obvious Inconſiſtency. 
Pur let us, my Hertner. Hand Kal.! in that 
L. 
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Liberty auherewith Chri iſt hath made us free, and 
not ſuffer ourſelves to be intangled again with 
the Yoke of Bondage ; let us evidence our 
our Sincerity in uſing this Petition, by re- 
ſiſting all Attempts to remove the Candle- 
ſtick from among ourſelves: Let us bleſs 
God for the religious Privileges we enjoy, 
and not ſuffer them to be violently wreſted 
out of our Hands, under any Pretence 
whatever :—Let us not even expoſe them 
to the ſmalleſt Danger, but guard them as 
the moſt valuable Part of our Property ; 
and eſpecially, let us be careful to improve 
them ſo, as that we may never provoke God 
himſelf to deprive us of them. In the 

4th and laſt Place, Let us extend our 
| Regards to thoſe dark and miſerable Corners 

of the Earth, which are full of the Habitati- 

ons of” Cruelty and Wickedneſs. 

Let us not only pray, that the Goſpel 
may be ſent to them, but let us do what we 
can to make our Prayers effectual, by em- 

| bracing every Opportunity which the Provi- 
dence of God affords us of conveying this 
ineſtimable Bleſſing td them. It is our 
Honour and Happineſs to have a SocrtetY 

1 Foz 
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FOR PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 
erected among us by Royal Letters Patent, 
(and countenanced by an annual Donation 
from his Majeſty of 1000 L. Sterling,) whoſe 
Buſineſs 1 it is to attend to this very Thing.— 
The Progreſs they have already made is 
at once a convincing Proof of their Fidelt- 
ty, and a manifeſt Token of the Divine 
Favour and Acceptance : Hitherto indeed 
their pious Endeavours have been moſtly 
laid out in the remote and barbarous Parts 
of our own native Land; tho not wholly 
confingd to theſe neither —They have been 
e enabled to employ ſome Miſſionaries abroad, 
of whoſe Succeſs among the Indians, eſpe- 
cially of late, they have received ſuch agree- 
able Accounts, as gives the delightful Pro- 
ſpect of a large Acceſſion to the Kingdom 
of our Redeemer.— The Fields are already 
growing white in thoſe Parts, and promiſe 
a rich and plentiful Harveſt, were more 
Labourers employed to gather it in. 

Here then is an Opportunity, which God 
in his Providence affords us, of obtain- 
ing the Anſwer of our own Prayer; By this 
Society he demands a Proof of our Since- 
ity, and, as it were, offers us the Honour 


Ca - 


to become F. ellow-workers with him elf, i in 
gaining new Subjects to His Son. Let 
ds with Thankfulneſs, embrace the Offer 
and contribute as liberal an Aſſiſtance as we 
| dan for carrying on this glorlous Deſign. 
You muſt all be fenſible, that your Sub- 
Trance cannot be employ d to a better Pur: 
poſe, nor indeed Taid out in a Way more 
truly advantageous to yourſelves. Thi 
is Charity to the Souls of Men; and! in the 
nobleſt Se nſe, lending to the Lord ” Who 
| will not fail to repay it with Uſury. © 
This is a certain Way of laying up for 
Jourſelves Treaſures in H eaben, where there 
Ts 10 corrupting "Moth nor Ruſt, and hen 
Thieves cannot 57880 thro 1/4 to ſteul. — 
What! is thus devoted to the immediate Ser: 
vice of the Redeemer, can never be loſt to 
the Giver, but ſhalt deſcend! in Showers of 
f Bleſſings d upon his bwh Head; ——The libe 
ral Soul ah be made fat, and be Who wateret 
: A2 be waferel als himfelf rf. 
| Such Liberallty” Will afford us; in the 
mean Time, a moſt” refined and delicate 
Pleaſſire, an Enjoyment not-confin'd-to 4 
Day, but which lives and improves by Re 
® Prov. x, in. t Prov, xi, 25. Aection: 
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fleQion : And then it ſhall be amply recom 
penſed at the Reſurrection of the Juſt *, when 
they that are wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſ# 
of the Firmament, and they that turn many unto 
Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever, 

Yea, this will bring down the Bleſſing of 
God upon our Land; — the vigorous Pro- 
ſecution of this noble Deſign will be a bet- 
ter Defence to us, than the moſt potent 
Fleets, or numerous Armies, as it will en. 

age the Lord of Hoſts on our Side, who 
will be a Wall of Fire about us, and the Glory 
in the Midſt of us, | 

But I hope I need not multiply Argu- 
ments to perſwade you to ſo reaſonable a 
Duty :—The Glory of the Redeemer, the 
Salvation of precious and immortal Souls, 
—our own preſent and eternal Intereſt, all 
unite their Force in exciting us to it,—Ler 
us then, whilſt we pray Thy Kingdom come, 
do every Thing in our Sphere that may 
contribute to promote it; and then ſhall 
we triumph in eternal Gloty, when the 
Body of Chriſt ſhall be completed. Amen.— 
_ STAT E 
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STATE of the Society in 
Scotland for propagating CRRT- 
STIAN KNOWLEDGE, in the 
Year 1748. 


As the Society in Scotland for 


| was at firſt founded, and is ſtill 

maintained, by the Charity of well-diſ- 
poſed P-rſons ; it is but a Piece of com- 
mon juſtice, to let ſuch know, how, and 


employed. There is a Joy, that attends 
the immediate Act of Charity, ſo pure 
and full, that like Virtue, Charity re- 
wards itſelf; yet how much muſt that 
Joy be increaſed, when 'tis known, that 
the Charity is well applied; that its 
Effects, inſtead of being confined to a 
ſhort Space of Time, extend themſelves 
from Ye: 

Bodies, but the Souls of Mcn, and make 
D 2 


pagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 


in what Manner, their Benefactions are 


ar to Year, affect not only the 
the . 


ate 


tions, to the Extent © 
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the Bleſſing of many who were ready 
to periſh, to light on the Heads af their 
Bene factors. Tis for theſe Reaſons, a- 
mong others, that the Directors of this 
Society have thought it their Duty, to 
preſent their Fellow- members, and the 
orld, with the following brief Ac- 
count of its preſent State. They fhall 
make it ſhort, not to weary the Reader ; 
and they ſhall endeavour to make it 
clear, in order to give him Satisfaction. 


This Society took its Riſe from ſmall 


Beginnings. — It was about the Year 
1700, that a few private Gentlemen laid 
the Foundation of it at Edinburgh, in 
order to promote the Knowledge of 
Chriſtianity thro' the remote Corners 
of the Highlands of Scotland, at that 
Time miſerably funk in Error, Igno- 
rance and Vice.— The Method which 
to them ſeetm'd moſt likely to anſwer this 
happy. End, was that, of erecting pub- 
lick Schools; but, as theſe could not 
be erected without Money, they firſt 
contributed largely themſelves, and then 
recommended the Deſign to others. — 
As ſoon as they had r Subſcrip- 
1000 L. Sterling, 

they next applied to her Majeſty Queen 
Anne, firſt, for her Royal Proclamation 
5 re- 
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recommending the Deſign ; and next, 
for her n_ Letters Patent, erecting 


heſe Subſcribers into a Society or Body 
orporate, to be ever after —— | 
HE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND FOR” 
PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOW 
EDGE. Her Majeſty granted both, 
particularly the Letters Patent in theſe 
ords, bearing Date _ ROI Mag: 


1709, 


ANNE, by dah of 8 Queen 
of Great Britain, France and Ire- 
and, Defender of the Faith; Lo all good 
deople to whoſe Knowledge theſe Pre- 

ents ſhall come; Greeting FoRamvcn 
\s We underſtanding the charitable In» 
lations of many ot our Subjects, for 
aiſing a voluntary Contribution towards 
he further promoting Chriſtian Know- 
edge, and the Increaſe: of Piety and 
irtue within Scotland, eſpecially = the 


ot lighlands, Iſlands, and remote Corners 
rit Whbcreof, where Error, Idolatry, Super- 
en Whiiton, and Ignorance do moſtly abound, 


dy reaſon of the Largeneſs of Pariſhes 
nd Scarcity of Schools, and for propa- 
zating the foo in Popiſn and Infidel 
arts of the World: And We having, 
Our n Proclamation, dated the 
Eigh- 
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Eighteenth Day of Auguſt One thon. 
_ Gnd ſeven hundred and nine, with the 


nominate and clect the Members which 
tuch a Corporation ought to conſiſt of, 


of the Members of the fatd Society 


( 30 ) 


Advice of Our Privy Council, approven 
of and recommended the foreſaid cha 
ritable Deſign, and declared Our Reſo- 
hition to grant thefe Our Letters Patent, 
for erecting the Subſcribers into a Soct 
ety and Corporation for managtng the 
ft Contribution: And now finding, 
that the Sum propoſed for beginning 
this good Work is already ſubſcribed for, 
and we judging, that Our granting theſe 
Our Letters Patent, for erecting and ſet- 
Ying the foreſaid Corporation and Sor 
cety, will be highly conducive for ac: 
complrhing theſe pious Ends propo- 
Ed, and that many others will belh;.. 
hereby induced the more cheerfullyM, b 
to extend their Charity to the Uk 
aforefaid : And alſo we conſidering, that 
the Subſcribers to this Undertaking are 
diffafed in feveral Counties and remote 
Paecs, fo that it is not cafy for them to. 


did, by our foxefaid Proclamation, judge 
x convenient, that the firft Nomination 


ſhould be made by the Lord Preſident, 
and other Lords of Our Council and 
| Seſſion 


9 
bon in Scotland, out of the Subſcns 
ders; and now the Subſcribers, in 
ompliance with our Judgment ſigni- 
ed in the ſaid Proclamation, having re- 
gueſted, that the ſaid Nomination ſhould 
de in Manner before and after- mention- 
d; Therefore, and for the better and 
zore orderly carrying on this good De- 
ign, We have willed, allowed, confir- 
ed and eſtabliſhed ; Likeas, by theſe 
Preſents, We allow, confirm and eſta- 
ith the foreſaid Power and Right of 
ict-WMc firſt Nomination in the Perſons of 
he ſaid Lord Preſident, and the other 
ords of Council and Seſſion, in Scot» 
and: And further, We do make, con- 


| be tute, appoint, and ordain the Perſons 
oy o be named out of the Subſcribers and 
Uk 


ontributers by the ſaid Lord Preſident, 
nd other Lords of Seſſion (and which 
omination is hereby ordained to be 
ecorded with theſe Preſents in the Re- 
ziſters of Our Chancelary in Scotland) 
0 be an Incorporation, Society and Bo- 
y Politick, by the Name of TE So- 
IETY IN SCOTLAND FOR PROPAGATING 
ation HRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 3 Likeas We, 
cler Ourſelf and Our Royal Succeſſors, 
dent Wy theſe Preſents do make, conſtitute, 


_ point, ordain, and declare the Perſons 


| on 


elected in Manner after-mentioned, to 


tent: And which Society are hereby or 


to be named by the faid Lords of Sefl 
on, and recori herewith in Manner 


grants unto them full Power to receiye 
u 
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forefaid, and their, Succeffors to be 
be a legal Society and Corporation; and 


2 r 


ubſcriptions, Morrifications, Donations 
Legacies, Sums of Money, Land t 


Goods and Gear, and therewith to ered a 


and maintain Schools, to teach to read © 


eſpecially the Holy Scriptures, and other *. 


£2 and pious Books; as alſo to teach ti 
riting, Arithmetick, and ſuch like De. ne 
5807 Knowledge in the Highland to 

inds, and remote Corners of Scotland Ml 1 


ahd in other Parts above-mentioned Ml cc 


and to uſe ſuch Means for inſtruQingſ] 1: 
the People in the Chrittian Reformed m 
Proteſtant Religion as may be compe 


dained to have a General Meeting o Pe 
the Members thereof quarterly at Edin co 
burgh in the Town's Hall, the firſi m 
Thurſdays of January, March, Jun th 
and November ' yearly, in all Ting in 
coming, at three of the Clock in th T 
Afternoon, and oftner when and where an 
the Society ſhall think meet: And ani th 
Nine of the Members of the ſaid Socie i th 


ty, who ſhall conveen at the ſaid Time 


+ + 


Cee"? 
and Place, are hereby declared to be a 
efi-M Quorum of the ſaid General Meeting; 
mer but ſtill reſerving to the ſaid Lords of 
del Seſſion, upon Application of the ſaid 
to Society, a . to alter the Quorum 
anal as ſhall be found needful. And the So- 
eie ciety, at their firſt General Meeting, are, 
om by a Plurality of Voices, to elect one of 
nd their Number to be Preſident thereof; 
red as allo a Treaſurer, a Secretary or Clerk, 
ead one or moe, and other Officers and Ser- 
therſ vants, as they ſhall find needful, to con- 
ach tinue till the firſt Thurſday of January 
De- next thereafter, or until fs be choſen 
nd, to ſucceed them. And upon the firſt 
and Thurſday of January yearly in all Time 
ied; coming, (and, in caſe of any extraordi- 
Ringe nary Emergent ſtopping them from 
meli meeting that Day, the next Meeting 
npeW thereafter) the foreſaid General Meeting 
y Of is appointed to make a new Election of 
g M0 Perſons: to ſerve in theſe Offices, or 
din continue the former, as ſhall be thought 
fir moſt convenient ; and the Preſident, at 
the Time of their Election, is hereby 
in impowered to adminiſter an Oath de 
WM {deli Adminiſtratione Ofſicii to the Clerk, 
and thereafter the Clerk to adminiſter 
the like Oath to the Preſident, and then 
the Preſident is to adminiſter the ſame 
E Oath 


authorize the foreſaid Society, at any of 


* 


Oath de Fideli Adminiſiratione Officii to 
each of the reſt, before they act in theit 
reſpective Offices. And further, We, by 
theſe Preſents, do fully impower and 


ing, to aſſume into their Number and 
Society ſuch of the Subſcribers or Con- 
tr buters (being Proteſtants) as they ſhall 
judge fit and qualified for aſſiſting to 
carry on this Deſign. And likewye the 
ſaid General Meeting are hereby im- 

owered and ordained, at their firſt 
Mong yearly, to nominate Fifteen of 
their Number to be a Committee, to 
meet at Edinburgh the firſt Thurſday 
of each Month, and oftner as need re- 
quires, in fuch Places as ſhall be agreed 
upon by the General Meeting ; and the 
ſaid Committee, or any Three of them, 
at the. uſual Time and Place of Meeting, 
are to proſecute the Orders of the Ge- 
neral Meeting, audite the Treaſurer's 
Accounts, and ripen and prepare Over- 
tures and Matters; and this Committee 
to continue for one Year ; but to lay an 
A count of their whole Tranſactions 
and Management before the General 
Meetings quarterly, And wow 


their {x Meetings in Time com- 
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0 che General Meetings are here im- 
er powered, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, to 
0) WH nominate fit Perſons in any Places of Our 
Dominions, or elſewhere, for receiving 
0 Subſcriptions, Money, or other Things 
m. contributed toward the foreſaid Deſign, 
and to tranſmit Accounts thereof to the 
Committee at Edinburgh, or the Gene- 
ral Meeting; and alſo, for laying out 
ſuch Sums as they ſhall be intruſted with, 
and ordered by the Society to lay out, 
and for enquiring concerning the Faith- 
fulneſs, Diligence, and Succeſs of the 
Perfons employed upon the forefaid 
Fund, and for keeping a Correſpondence 
with the Committee at Edinburgh about 
theſe Particulars, and what elſe concerns 
the forefaid Society. And further, the 
foreſaid Society is hereby declared to be 
able and capable in Law to purchaſe 
and enjoy Lands, Tenements, Rents, 
Tacks, Liberties, Privileges and Juriſ- 
ditions in Fee and Perpetuity, not ex- 
ceeding the yearly Value of Two thou- 
fand Pounds Sterling, and all othermo- 
veable Eſtates, Debts, Sums of Money, 
Goods and Gear whatſoever, and the 
Rents, Revenues, Annualrents and Pro- 
its of the Capital Stock, to expend, 
E 2 ware 


"COW" 
ware out, and beſtow for the Support 
and Maintenance of the ſaid pious De- 
ſign, for propagating the Knowledge of 
Chriſt, erecting and maintaining Schools, 
and other pious Uſes above- mentioned, 
as the foreſaid Society ſhall ſee Cauſe. 
Likeas, We, by theſe Preſents, declare 
this Society by the Name ſoreſaid, able 
and capable by themſelves, or their 
Procurators or Attornies in their Name, 
to proſecute, purſue and defend in al 
Courts and Places, before whatſoever 
Judge or Judges competent, all and ſundry 
Actions, Cauſes, Proceſſes and Pleas of 
what Kind and Nature ſoever the ſame 
be, and all and ſundry other Matters 
and Things, to do in as full and ample 
Form and Manner . as any others Our 
Subjects of Our Realm of Great Britain, 
or any other Society, Corporation, 
Body Politick within the ſaid Realm can 
do in any Sort : And grants and allows, 
that the foreſaid Society ſhall, and may 
have a common Seal, and that it ſhall 
be lawful for them and their Succeſlors 
to change, break, alter, and make new 
the ſaid Seal at their Pleaſure. And We 
grant unto the foreſaid Society at thell 
quarterly Meetings in all Time coming, 
and at no other Mectings, full Powe 

to 
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3 Wl to make ſuch Rules and Ordinances, 
o- ¶ and to alter the ſame, as they ſhallſee moſt 
of Ml conyenient; and needful for the better 
js, Government of the ſaid Society, and 
ed, Management of the Affairs thereof, and 
aſe, the more effectual promoting of the 
are ſoreſaid Deſign, and to give ſuch Inſtru- 
cons, Directions, Orders and Encou- 
rngements to theſe they employ, as they 
ſhall judge needful and reuſonable; and 
We ordain the ſame to be obſerved by 
all concerned, under the Penalties there- 
in impoſed and enacted; providing al- 
ways the ſaid Rules, Ordinances, In- 
ſtructions and Directions be agreeable, 
and nowiſe contrary, to the Laws and 
Conſtitutions of Scotland, in Church 
and State, preſently in Force. And 
We, judging it of great Import toward 
the right carrying on of this ſo Chriſtian 
and Religious a Work, that ſuch as ſhall 
de employed upon this Fund, as Teach- 
es in any Capacity, be Men of Piety, 
Loyalty, Prudence, Gravity, competent 
knowledge and Literature, and other 
Chriſtian and neceſſary Qualifications 
ited to their reſpective Stations; do 
ſterefore peremptorily require and injoin 
te ſeveral Presbyteries within whoſe 
bounds ſuch Perſons have, for the = 

art 
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Part, had their ordinary Reſidence, and 
other ſuperior Judicatories of tue Church 
of Scotland to make exact Enquiry 
into their Manner of Life and Conver- 
fation, and ſtrictly to try and examine 
their other Qualifications above-expreſt, Ml ! 
as the foreſaid Laws and Conſtitutions Ml © 
of Scotland do preſcribe, before they be 
entred to ſuch a Work. And We wil Ml * 
and command, 'That none be employed e 
in theſe Capacities by this Society vpon ll © 
the Fund above-mentioned, but teh t 
ho, being ſo tried and examined, ſhall 8 
be certified and atteſted io them by the IM 
foreſaid Church Judicatories. And fur: * 
ther, We grant Power to the ſaid Socie- th 
ty, That, upon the Death of any of MW 2 
their Number, or of their Preſident, I ® 
Treafurer, Secretary, or other Officers % 
or Servants, or upon their maleverſing or 0 
not attending in their reſpective Stations, © 
and their Removal upon theſe or any 
other juſt and neceſſary Accounts; in ay 
either of theſe Cafes, the General Mee: 
ing may chuſe others to ſucceed, and 
alfo impoſe and exact Fines, not excee 
ding Ten Pounds Sterling, for Malever 
ſation, beſide Damages to the Socie 
and others concerned, and Ten = 
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lings Sterling for each Abſence from 
their Stations without a relevant Excuſe, 
of which the ſaid Society are to be 
Judges. And We ordain and appoint, 
That the Books of the ſaid Society be 
patent and open, that all and every one 
of the Subſcribers, their Heirs and Suc- 
de ceſſors, may have Acceſs to fee what 
i WW Sums of Money ate received by the So- 
ciety from Time to Time, and how the 


ach dheſe Preſents, or any Authority hereby 
hall viven, and to underſtand the Mana 


ment and Diſpoſition. of the Revenucs 
of the ſaid Society, and be ſatisfied with 
the ſame ; and in caſe of Miſapplication, 
my of the Subſcribers, or their afore- 
aid, are hereby allowed and impowered 
to purſue and proſecute theſe: guilty of 
the ſame, before any Judge or Judges 
ions competent: It is always hereby provi- 
am ded and declared, That it ſhall not be 
.- in = Vful to the ſaid Society or 
Meer v diminiſh the Capital Stock that is or 
. and hall be ſubſcribed for, or mortified; but 
x mly to apply the Rents, Annualrents, 
Irofits and Emoluments ariſing from 
be ſame, without Prejudice always to 
liem to uplift and employ the Sums to 
kraiſed from the Sublcribers as 1 be 
| ound 


( 49 
found requiſite. And we do hereby wilt 
command and require all Magiſtrates, 
Judges and Officers of the Law within 
Our Dominions, and others Our good 
Subjects in their reſpective Stations, to 
give all proper and needful Aſſiſtance 
and Encouragement to the ſaid Society, 
and theſe employed and intruſted by 
them, in all Matters and Cauſes tending 
to the Furtherance of this pious Deſign, 
and that at all 'Times, and upon all Oc- 
caſions, when required thercto, as they 
will be anſwerable to Us: And laſtly, 
We declare and ardain, That theſe Ot 
Letters Patent and Charter, or any au 
thentick Extract thereof, ſhall be good 
firm, valid and effectual in Law, -accor 
ding to Our Royal Intentions herein cx 
preſt, to all Intents and Purpoſes 
And impowers the Lord Preſiden 
of the Seſſion in Scotland, to caulk 
-timeous Advertiſement to be given 
the Members of the ſaid Society, to co 
veen the firſt Thurſday of Januar) 
March, June or November, that ſh: 


be thirty Days after the Date hereof, . 
Edinburgh, in the faid Town's Hall, =. 
where he ſhall think moſt convenient wat 

that City, at Three of the Clock in UF 


Afternoon: And the ſaid _— a 
: Gl 


— 
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hefeby impowered to cauſe public Noa 
„ tifications to be made of this Charter, 
and the Powers hereby granted, with 
0d what they do upon the ſame, from Time 
oe Time, in ſuch Manner as they ſhall 
think moſt conducive to the Furtherance 
"i of the ſaid Deſign. In Teſtimony where- 
of, We have ordained Our Seal, appoint- 
ing el by the Treaty of Union, to be kept 
>" 2nd uſed in Place of the Great Seal of 
Oe Scotland, to be hereto appended, at Our 
Court of St. James's, the Twenty fifth 
A Day of May 1709 Years, and of Our 


Reign the Eighth Year. 

0008 in Conſequence of this original Patent, 
ccd the firſt Nomination of Members was 
u ©" nade by the Lord Preſident, and other 
ow Lords of Seſſion, out of the Liſt of ori- 


nal Contributers.—And Rules of Ma- 
agement have been fram'd from Time 
b Time, fo full and compleat, that now 
here js no Part of their Buſineſs with- 


5 n its Regulation, fo well promulgate 
or al known, that none can miſtake, but 
"© who do it with their Eyes open. 
al, — fis unneceſſary in this Place to re- 
al theſe Rules, it will be ſufficient 


0 mention a few. | 
F The 


wo © 


o 
* 


"Admiſſion 
of Mem- 
bers, 


* 
. » The firſt relates to the Seal of the So- 
ciety. The ſecond to the Admiſhon of 
Members: It appoints, that no Pre- 
ſon can be aſſumed to be ſuch, unleſs 


he is a Donor ; one of a ſober and re- 
ligious Life, zealouſly concerned for the 
Succeſs of the Deſign, a ſincere Pro- 
teſtant, and one firmly attached to his 
Majeſty King George, and the Proteſtant 


Succeſſion in his Family, without Re- 


gard to ſmaller Differences. The Choice 


to be made by balloting. — The Number 


of thoſe reſiding in Scotland to be 110. 


By the 5th Rule, the immediate Ma- 


nagement of the Society's Funds is put 
into the Hands of Fifteen Members, cal- 


Annual 
Commit- 
kee. 


led the Annual Committee of Directors. 
Theſe Gentlemen meet at the Society's 
Hall, upon the firſt Thurſday of every 


Month, and ſtill oftner if Occaſion re- 


quires.— All of them commonly reſide 
in Edinburgh; and at every Meeting 
their Proceedings are minuted in a ſepa- 
rate Record, a Summary whereof is re- 
ported to the General Meetings, which 
are held quarterly. They are elected 
"annually, and at leaſt Five of them muſt 
de ſuch as were not on the Committee 


Committee has 


the immediate preceeding Vear. The 
WG to erect Schools, 


grang 
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grant Commiſſions to Teachers, tranſ- 
ort them from Place to Place, augment 
or diminiſh their Salaries, ſuſpend or de- 
prive them, as they ſee Cauſe; and, in 
general, to regulate their Conduct in 
every Reſpect. Tis their Duty to take 
Care, that the Society's Stock be kept 
entire, and not encroached upon by the 
annual Expence ; and that no more be 
expended than the yearly Revenue, and 
ſuch Donations as are not deſigned by 
the Donors to be added to the Stock. 
The Society's Accounts of every Nature, 
after being reviſed and examined by the 
Præſes of the Committee (whom they 
cle&t for the whole Year), Comptroller 
and Accountant are ſubjected to their 
Review, and ſuch Orders given about 
them as they judge right. —By them 
Warrants are iſſued to the Treaſurer for 
lending of Money and to every ſuch 
Warrant, granted at an occaſional 
Meeting, Five Members muſt agree as 
to the Security for the Loan, elſe no 
Loan can be made. They are likewiſe 
to receive, from the ſeveral Presbyteries 
and Correſpondents, Reports of the 
Viſitors of the Charity Schools, which 
are made anuually, an Abſtract whereof 


(4) 
ern firſt General N Wy 
arc 3 
peſer By. the 6th Article of the Society's 
fe, Regulations, the Treafurer is obliged to 

attend every Meeting to give Bond. 
with Sureties, for his Intromiſſions with 
the Society's Effects to charge himſelf 
in his Accounts with all the Donations, 
and other Revenues of the Society, Whick 
he receives from Time to Time to 
diſcharge himſelf with all proper Out- 
girings for or on Account of the Socie- 
_ ky, according as he makes them, and 
to report the Balance quarterly to the 
Committee. The whole Accounts au- 
dited and examined are laid before the 
Anniverſary Meeting in January, with 
a State of the Society's Revenue. —An 
Abſtract of the Society's Stock lying at 
Intereſt, with the Amount of the Inte- 
reſt reſting, is annually inſert in two In- 
ventary Books, one Copy whereof is 
given to the Treaſurer to guide him 
during the current Year. | 
3 By the 7th and Sth, the Clerk d 
abe. BookHolder are ordained to give due 
2 of Attendance at the Meetings of the 
- Society.—The Clerk is bound to record 
their Proceedings in a Book kept for 
that P e to be careful in mung 


An 


| 
| 
1 
| 
' 
| 
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and anſwering Letters directed to dhe 


Society and to preſerve the Warrants 
of the Record in proper Order. — The 
Bookholder is bound to make out the 
Treafaret's Accounts, at Sight and by 
Direction of the Accountant >--To make 
up annually a Liſt of the Society's Bonds 
and Rights in Security ;- to aſſiſt the 


| Treaſurer to levy the Society's Annual- 


rents; — and to manage all Sufts! in which 
the Society has any Intereſt. 


By the 3h, The Bockſeller is ordained — 
per for the Society's M 


to furniſh Books pro 


Schools, at certain low Prices, particular- 
ly condeſcended on, viz. Common Bibles, _ 
New Teſtaments, Proverbs, Catechiſms, 
Vincent's Catechiſt m, Guthrie's Trial &c. 
— with Copy- books, and Books for Mu- 
ſick: Theſe he is appointed to pack up 
in a proper Manner, and 1s at the 1 
Froùble of ſending them to the Places 
deſigned, according as he receives Or- 
ders from the Præſes, Secretary or Clerk. 
Theſe Books are diſtributed to ſuch, 
whoſe Parents are certified, by the School 
maſters, to be unable to buy them. 
By the roth and 11th Articles, it is 


ordiined, Ther zn Alofiabeithi e none 


of Donations be carefully kept; as alſo, * 
a Goneral Leger for the hes Regula 
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Tity and Diſtinctneſs, which contains the 
Stock Account, the Caſh Account, an 
Account for each Schoolmalter, and a 
General Account of Charges, — So 
that, in the general, the Directors think 
themſelves at Liberty to aver, That no 
Rooks whatever arc kept with more Fi- 
delity and Care, than are theſe af this 
Society, ſo far as their Affairs will pol- 
fibly allow. They have hitherto given 
general Satisfaction to every Enquirer, 
and they are ſtill open.— The Things 
Which this Society does, are not done in 
a Corner. 

In the 14th Article, are 8 
Rules for the Conduct of the Society's 
* Schoolmaſters. — Their Qualifications are 
to be certified on Trial before that Preſ- 
bytery where they are to be placed. 
The Certificate bears, that the Candi- 
date is a Perſon well known to the Preſ- 
bytery, of whoſe Piety, Loyalty and 
Prudence, they are ſatisſied; That he 
underſtands the Principles of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, Writing and Arithmetick; 
That they judge him well- affected to the 
preſent Government, and in every Re- 
ſpect qualified for the Office of School- 
maſter. Their Duty is, to inſtruct their 
On, in the Principles of the oy". 

ian 


. 
ſtian Reformed Religion; to direct 


their Morals, and to train them up in 


the Social Virtues ;-—--to teach them, 
Writing and Orthography, Arithmetick 
and Church-muſick; but. no Latin to 
report thoſe who abſent to the Viſitors; 
to tranſinĩt Liſts of their Scholars Names 
annually, with. the Time of their Entry, 
the Time of their Departure, ard De- 
gree of Proficiency to worthip God 
every Day and every Night, and to take 
Care that the Scholars attend Publick 
Worſhip on the Lord's Day. They are 
likewiſe to teach their Scholars to 
tranſlate the Iriſh Language into Eh- 
gliſh, and to ſpeak the Engliſn. They 
42 abel to ſervelby « a Subttiture ; 
nor their Schools to vaik more than 20 
Days; and no Salary is paid to them, 
without proper Certificates of their Ser- 
vice, and Reports made by the Viſitors. 
If theſe are made, the Salaries are 
paid twice in the Year. 
By the 15th Regulation, the Society 
A to themſelves the Power of re- 
moving their Schools from Place to 
Place as they ſee proper; in doing 
of vrhich they are particular! y careful, 
not to place or keep their Schools too 
near any Parochial Schools, leſt the 


Oe 
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Gre might hinder os Sucecks of 1 
other. 

By the 16th, the Society ang de- 
firous to encourage ſuch of their poor 
Scholars who may be found of more 

than common Genius, and that out of 
theſe proper Schoolmaſters may be had, 
- and that in the mean Time they may 
- affiſt ſuch Maſters where Schools are nu- 
merous, have reſolved, upon proper 
Certificates that they are unable to at- 
tend the Schools without ſome Aſſiſtanee 
for Living, to give them a yery ſmall 
| Allowance of One penny Sterling a-Day 
for the two. firſt Years, and a Penny 
Falf- penny Sterling a-Day for the third 
Tear, with a Suit of Clothes and a Pair 
of Shoes. | 
By the 19th, The Society, in virtue 
of the Powers granted to them by the 
Letters Patent, have granted Commiſſi- 
on to certain Gentlemen at London, for 
receiving Subſcriptions, Money, &c. 
for Behoof of the Society ; every Con- 
. tributer, to the Extent of Ten pounds 
Sterling, being entitled to that Privilege. 
They are impower'd to elect proper Of- 
- ficers, and to correſpond quarterly _ 
the Society at Edinburgh. Any Five 
of them are appointed to be a 2 
| heſe 


W 


. | Theſe are ſome. of the moſt weighty 
and material Articles of the Society's Re- 
« gulations ; the reſt, however uſeful, are 
, not ſo important ;---and- by theſe which 
2 are above ſet down, the World is left 
f to judge of the reſt No Society can 
, ſubſiſt without ſome Rules; and no 
y Rules are abſolutely. perfect j yet thoſe 
= | of this. Society. have it to recommend 
r them, That they are founded on Expe- 
* Tience, and Experience is no mean 
e Teacher. 
It It is generally allowed, that the High- 
y Jands of Scotland, are no very delightful 
* 
d 
ir 


Country nor its Inhabitants the moſt 
civilized and beſt bred People in Europe. 
There are indeed many elegant and 
fruitful Spots in ſuch a wide —— of 


10 Land]; but theſe are not ſo. many nor ſo 
* large as to lead any one, leſs credulous 
i- than Mr. Carte, to believe, that. from 
or hence the Antients took their Notions 


c. of the Elyſian Fields. The Face of the 
n- Country is generally rough, loaded with 
ds very high Mountains, and divided by 
xe. very deep Bays, and rapid Rivers. — The 
5. - Iſlands are ſituated in the midſt either of 
ith | large Lakes, or of tempeſtuous Seas, 
ye among contending Tides, and at a great 
m. Diſtance from their Parent Iſland.—- 


G AN 
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All theſe Things put together; render 


travelling. in every Place difficult, in 
ſome Places impoſſible; and conſidering 
the Extent of many Pariſhes, ſome of 
which are near Forty Miles long, make 
it hardly practicable for one Miniſter 
rightly to exerce his Office among the 
Inhabitants, or to inſtruc them in any 
tolerable Degree in the Principles of 
. Chriſtianity. 

As to the Inhabitants, we have al- 
ready ſaid they are not quite civilized :--- 
We muſt now ſay, further, That they 
'are, many of them, wild and barbarous. 
Many Things conſpire to make and 
keep them ſo, particularly, their Climate, 
their Religion, and their Clanſhips.— 
Their Religion is either Popery or Pa- 
ganiſm, and their Clanſhips are ſlavith 
to the laſt Degree. Their Chiefs are not 
ammenable to Juſtice ;-—-Feudal Rights 
ſtill ſubſiſt among them in their Seve- 
ity, Rome Peſts them with her Prieſts, 
and the Pretender with his Agents 
The Conſequence has been, that by two 
infamous Rebellions, againſt the moſt 
merciful and beſt modell'd Government 
in Europe, they have done all in their 
Power to ruin our happy Conſtitution, 

aud to reduce us back to that State of 
i; Error 


as; 
Error and Slavery, out of which we 
were happily reſcued by the late Revo- 


lution.—Endeavours hitherto uſed for 


their Reformation, have, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, proved vain, yet not altogether fo 
neither.-- The Succeſs which this Society 
has had, gives Ground to hope that their 
Converſion is poflible, tho' it muſt be 
owned 'tis extremely difficult. 

When this Society was firſt erected, 
the Condition of the Inhabitants of the 
Highlands was very forlorn.— In the 
more remote Corners, the only Religion 
was Popery and even in the nearer 
Counties, Ignorance prevailed greatly - 
as Jet few Endeayours had been uſed to 
reform them, at leaſt few in a proper 
Way.-----James VI. had indeed done 
ſomewhat ; he had erected ſome new 


Royal Burghs in the Highlands he 


had alſo made ſome very ſevere Statutes 
againſt the Clans. But theſe Statutes, 
however good, could never be carried 
into Execution.----It muſt indeed be 


owned, that James never ſhewed him- 


ſelf a very ſincere Son of the Reforma- 
tion; on the contrary, many Things 


might be ſaid to prove, that if he was 
no Papiſt, he was at leaſt, no good Pro- 
teſtant.— But be that as it will, certain 
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it is, that, both during his Reign, and 
that of ſome of his Succeſſors, little was 
done effectually to reform the Highlands. 
The firſt proper Step made this Way, 
was, the Act for giving the Vacant 
Stipends in the Synod of Argyle, 
(which formerly belonged tothe Biſhops) 
to train up Youth in the Knowledge 
of Chriſtianity, and to make them fit 
Members of Society. This was hitting 
on the Right Method, for as Solomon 
faid of old, Train up a Child in the 
* Way wherein he ſhould go, and when 
„ he is old he will not depart from it.” 
hut the Benefit that might have ariſen 
from this Statute was, in the firſt Place, 
confined to one Synod, and in the ſecond 


Place, was voided, by the Erection of 


new Pariſhes, and the Augmentation 
made to the Stipends of the old ones: 
And as to the vacant Stipends, theſe 
amounted to little, vacant Churches being 
always ſoon ſupplied.—- So that the 
Highlands were again reduced to their 
old forlorn State of Ignorance and Bar- 
barity. 

Their Condition was in every Reſpect 
melancholy. The Miſchiefs that attend- 
ed it, were many and great. And the 

Method 
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Method of Remedy was expenſive, and 


difficult, —It was in the firſt Place, a 
State of Ignorance of the great Con- 
cern of Mankind, Religion. At leaſt 
it was, of the true Religion; for the 
Religion that they had, was Popery or 


Paganiſm, and betwixt theſe two the 


Difference is not extremely great. It 
was in the ſecond Place, a State of ſupine 
Idleneſs, and falſe Liberty. And third- 
ly, it was a State of entire Diſaffection 
to the Revolution Intereſt, and our pre: 
ſent happy Conſtitution in Church and 
State. 

With a Deſign to remedy theſe Evils 
did this Society ſet out, with the ſame 
Deſign does it ſtill go on, and in this 
Deſign, it has, in ſome Degree, hap- 
pily ſucceeded. The Method followed 
to attain this, was that of erecting Schools 
in the different Corners of the Highlands, 
and it it was not poſſible to retorm the 
then Generation, — fairly to pave the 
Way for the Reformation of the next. 
This was indeed a flow, but a ſure 
Method; and tho' no very. ſudden 
Harveſt could be expected from it, yet 
a full one might. The Advances in this 
Way towards Reformation would in- 
deed be gentle and unperceived, like 

| that 
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chat of a beſieging Army by Way of 
Sap, inſtead of an open Attack ; but 
nevertheleſs they would be certain, and 
a little longer Time would make a full 
Diſcovery of their happy Conſequences. 
It can therefore be reckoned no juſt 
Objection againft the Succeſs of this 
Society's Endeavours, that tho' erected 
by Patent in the Year 1709, a Rebellion 
in favours of a Popiſh Pretender follow'd 
in the Year 1715, nay, that another, 
even more daring Attempt, happened 
in the Year 1745. It is true, more might 
have been expected from Forty Years En- 
dea vours, than from Six, and tis believed 
it will be found in Fact, that the prime 
Movers of this laſt Rebellion came from 
the remoteſt Corners of the whole High- 
lands, where the Society's Influence had 
ſcarcely reach'd; and that fewer of the 
common People were engaged in this, 
than in that of the 1715; and even 
theſe few, forced to it, by many cruel 
and threatning Meaſures. — But at any 
Rate, theſe Rebellions ferve to ſhew the 
Neceſſity of having the Highlanders re- 
formed one Way or other, as their Situ- 
ation enables them to do us Miſchief, 
and their Inclinations lead them to it. 
And it is believed, that no Method 
hitherto 
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hitherto N either is, or can n be, 
ſo effectual, for this Purpoſe, as that 
uſed by this Society. 

To prove this, the World need only 
be told, that the Number of Schools pre- 
ſently maintained by this Society, in the 
different Corners of the Highlands and 
Iſlands of Scotland, is no leſs thanOne 
hundred and thirty four, as per Liſtſub- 
join'd, at which are educated no fewer 
than Seven thouſand Eight hundred and 
five Children of both Sexes. The Manner 
of their Education we have already*no- 
ticed; they are inſtructed in the moſt 
uſeful Parts of common Science, but 
eſpecially in the Knowledge of Chriſti- 
anity ; than which nothing ſerves more 
to ſweeten human Nature, or to make 
Men fit Members of Society. Chriſti- 
anity is a Social Religion, and recom- 
mends the Practice of every publick 


=, 


| Virtue; for, tho! it is poſſible for a Man 


to make a tolerable Member of Society, 
without being an altogether Chriſtian, 
yet he is no. Chriſtian, who does not 
make a good Member of Society.—Po- 
ery is a rough and narrow Scheme, ſo 
tle. calculated for the good of Man. 


kind, that it breathes the reverfe;; but 
true Chnſtianity is ſweet, , and good 
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 Maſs-houſes, 
Battle of Culloden, and chaſing the Ro- 
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PEEP; bears a ſoft and friendly Aſped, 


and melts down its Diſciples into Vo- 
taries of Peace, and of the Things that 
make for it. This Society has hitherto 
ſubſiſted only about Forty Years, and 


yet, at the loweſt Computation which 
one can make, it has been the Means of 


inſtructing Fifty thouſand Children in the 


Knowledge of Chriſtianity; and many 
of theſe too, living in the moſt remote 


and dark Corners of the Country, where 


otherwiſe the Rays of the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs had never yet reach'd, parti- 


cularly in the lonely Iſlands of St. Kilda, 


Foula, Fair-Iſle, &c. and in many Places 
on the Continent. — Sure a Deſign ſuch 
as this, deſerves to be encouraged. 

With reſpect” to Popery, the Society 
has been extremely ſacceſsful in rooting 
it out, particularly from Strathglaſs, 
Braemar, Enzie and Glenlivet, and other 


Parts of the Shires of Aberdeen and 


Murray, where many bigotted Papiſts 
have of late been induced to ſend their 


Children to the'Society's Schools, and 


they themſetves have attended publick 
Ordinances. — The pulling down of 
by the Army after the 


miſh Prieſts into lurking Holes, have alſo 
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had good Effect; as thereby, many of their 


People have found Means to ſhake them- 


ſelves free from their Bondage, and ſeem 
diſpoſed never more to return to it. At 


the ſame Time, it muſt be obſerved; that 


theſe very aſſiduous Creatures, the Prieſts, 
are again buzzing about, and doing al 
they can, to regain their former Place in 
the Hearts and Houſes of thelr deluded 


People; and that in ſeveral Places, Popery 


ſtill prevails, ſuch as, Ardnamurchan, 


Arriſaig, Knoydart, Morhire, Egg, Cana, 


Southuiſt, Bara, &c. N | 

Ass a Proof of the Activity of theſe 
Emiſſaries of Rome, the Society beg 
Leave here to refer to a Letter from a 
Gentleman at London to his Grace the 


Duke of New Caſtle, printed in the Tear 


1747. Wherein are inſert ſeveral Papers 


ſeized in the Iſland of Morar, by a 
Party of his Majeſty's Troops, march- 
ing thro the Country of the Camerons, 
In queſt of the Lord Lovat ; by which 


it will evidently appear, that the See of 
Rome ſpares rio Pains to retain the 
Highlanders in her abominable Errors. 
But as theſe Papers are not in everyBody's 
Hands, we ſhall beg Leave to inſert one 
of tliem in this Place, which runs thus. 
| H 3 
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A 
1e To all the Churchmen, and honour- 

© able Catholick Gentlemen in the 

Highlands of Scotland. | 


-” HE Univerſal Paſtor of the Ca- 
” tholick Church, conſidering 
% maturely that my advanced Years 
cannot allow me to ſerve you hence- 
& forth, as I have done for many Tears; 
c and that it will prove much for yout 
Advantage, and that of all theHighland 
Countries in Scotland, to have a Bi- 
e ſhop conſtantly to reſide amongſt you; 
« has, in his great Wiſdom atid tender 
% Love for you all, with the Confent, 
“ and at the Defire of * Our Sovereign, 
“ ordered the moſt worthy Bearer, the 
te moſt Reverend Hugh M Donald, to 
« be conſecrated Biſhop, to ſerve among 
* you, as your chief Paſtor and Biſhop. 
“And his Holineſs ſending him as Bi- 
* ſhip among you, appoints him alfo 
“ Vicar-Apoſtolical, with ſingular Pow- 
t ers, to enable him to diſcharge this 
“Office with the greater e 
and Authority. Injoining you all to 
ebe ever obedient and ſubmiſhve to this 
% your moſt Reverend Biſhop, who al- 
* ſo ſpecially repreſents the Pope's Per- 
« ſon; and to execute all his Orders and 
3 Com- 

Meaning the Pretender, * 


(2597) 
« Commands: Aſſuring that he will, 
« with his ſupreme Authority, ſupport this 
* your moſt Reverend Biſhop's Authority 
and Commands: Threatning, at the 
« ſame Time, the moſt ſevere Cenſures 
* againit any ſuch as are ſo wicked as 
© to be diſobedient or refractory. It 
belongs to me, of Duty to intimate 
* to you theſe moſt pious Intentions of 
% his Holineſs, which he las made 
« known to me: that, by honouring 
and obeying faithfully this your moit 
Reverend Biſhop, you may ſhew the 
« more dutifully your Reverence and 
* Reſpedt to the ſupreme Paſtor, &c. 
Edinb. 29th ja. Ep. Nicop. Vic. 
Oct. 1731. Ap. in planis Scotiæ. 


The other Papers referred to, are, a 
Liſt of Twenty five Popiſh Emiſſaries 
employed thro' the Highlands in the 
Vear 1740, Articles of Agreement dated 
May 1742, betwixt Biſhop M Donald 
and his Brother, about educating Five 
Boys in the Principles of Popery, by a 
Maſter to be maintained at their Ex- 
Pence, and Inſtructions. for Mr. John 
Tyrie, who in a Meeting held at the 
Ifle of Morar, in Montanis, on the 14th 


and following Days of April 1735. 
| © 7 CON Was. 
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was choſen by Biſhop M Donald to wy 
company him to Rome, in Proſecution of 
the Affairs Temporal and Spiritual of 
the Highland Miſſion, conſiſting of 
Twenty one Articles ;— of theſe we ſhall 
mention two, Viz. the 5th and roth, 
which run thus. 

Article th, The ſaid Mr. John Ty rie 
& ſhallſuggeſt to Our molt Reverend Vi- 
i car. Phat ſeeing we had no Subjects 
* {rom Paris (Scots). College for above 
Twenty Years paſt, nor did the 5 >a 
thereof call for Youths from our High- 
* lands for upwards of Fifteen Years 
« palt; therefore all poſſible Means ſhall 
« be uſed with our great Friend (i. e. the 
1. Pretender) to concur with our Vicar 
in procuring ſuch a Reformation of 
that Houſe, as to render it more uſeful 
in Time to come to the Highland Mif- 
on. For effectuating of this, that it be 
* repreſented to our ſaid great Friend, 
* how all his beſt Friends here, are inter- 
eſted in the good of this Miſſion, and 
that the Iucreaſoof Catholicks here will 
* much advance his own Intereſt, &c.” 
Article roth, & That the Propaganda 
be informed of the Methods that the E- 
enemies of the Truth fall on for extir- 
* — it, ſuch as, the Charity Schools, 
found- 


(er) 
n founded on Purpoſe to entice & imbibe 
* Youth with bad Principles (meanin 
the Schools maintain d by this Society) 
* alſo, the yearly Penſions beſtow d on 
„ itenerant Preachers among our People, 
the erecting of new Pariſhes, in fuck 
Places where our Folks moſtly n 
in Number, &c.* -' 

+ Theſe Papers are expreſs, and need 
little Comment; we have mentioned 
them for two Neaſons, 1ſt. To ſhew 
how active the Church of Rome ſtill is 
to propagate and maintain her pernicious 
Errors in the Highlands; and ſure then 
Proteſtants ought to be as induſtrious to 
oppoſe her. 2dly, To demonſtrate that 
the Methods uſed by this Society have had 
that happy Effect, and are therefore well 
2 of Encouragement. ? | 

We have already laid ſomewhat con- 
cerning the Expediency of the Schook 
maintained by this Society, for convert- 
ing the Highlands from Error, and re- 
claiming them from Difaffection; we 
beg Leave to obſerve one Thing more, 
and then ſhall proceed: And it is this, 
That of all Methods hitherto propoſed, 
this muſt be the moſt effectual, as it is 
the only one whereby the Iriſh Language 
can be rooted out, and the mug 


wum 

af the Engliſh introduced in its Place, 
than which, nothing can tend more, 
nothing can tend ſo much, to accom- 
pliſh ſo happy an Event. The Wiſdom 
of the Nation, have attempted ſeveral 
Methods to civilize the Highlands, they 
have diſarmed them, they have deſtroyed 
their Feudal Tenures, they have chang- 
ed their Dreſs, nay changed their very 
Names, but never have attempted to 
change their Language. And yet no- 
thing tends more to perpetuate Barbarity 
and Ignorance among them than this 
very Thing, which renders jt impoſſible 
for them to learn of the reſt of the 
World; ar the reſt of the World to un- 
derſtand them.— Becauſe of this, many 
who are in every Reſpect willing to go 
and teach them Chriſtianity are render- 
ed incapable of that friendly Office, 
while a Parcel of cunning deſigning 
Prieſts, who compaſs Sea and Land to 
youu one Proſelyte, are either born Ma- 
ſters of their Language, or ſpare no 
Pains to attain it. Ihe only Gram- 
mars of their Language are printed at 
Rome, and taught in ſome Colleges in 
France. — In the Year 1716, an Act was 
paſt in Parliament for eſtabliſhing Schools 
in the Highlands at proper Places. And 

in 


(630) 
in Purſuance of that Act, a Commiſſion 
was iſſued by his late Majeſty, to certain 
Commiſſioners of high Rank, to enquire 
for proper Places for ſuch Schools, an 
to report. They did ſo, and reported 
to his Majeſty that no leſs than One 
hundred and Fifty one Schools would be 
neceſſary, beſide thoſe eſtabliſhed by 
Charity, which, at the Rate of Twenty 
Pound per Anmim for Maintenance, 
would amount to the Sum of Three 
thouſand and Twenty Pound Sterling 
yearly. This Sum, the Cpmmiſſioners 
humbly pray'd his Majeſty to lodge in the 
Hands of proper Perſons to be diſtributed 
at their Sight, and that the ſaid Perſons 
ſhould be endowed with the fame Powers 
and Privileges, and be enjoined to act by 
the ſame Rules and under the fame Pro- 
viſions and Reſtrictions that are contain- 
ed in the Royal Letters Patent, grant- 
ed to the Society in Scotland for pro- 
pagating Chriſtian Knowledge.—-And 
tho' by another Act, paſt in the 4th 
Year of the ſaid Reign, a Sum not ex- 
ceeding Twenty thouſand Pound was 
Franke as a Capital for ſaid Purpoſe, yet 

e fame was never yet made effcttual; 
however the Society ſtill hopes, that 
one Day, this ſhall be done; mean white 
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#he muſt have Recourſe to the Charity 
of well diſpoſed Perſons to carry on a 
Mork ſo approved at all Hands; juſti- 

fied by Parliament, and confirmed by 
| teen 
Hitherto;” we. have conſidered this 
Society. as propagating Knowledge thro' 
the dark Corners of the Highlands, and 
thereby chaſing away the Clouds of Po- 
pery, —P aganiſ M, and Diſaffect ——— 
We are now to view ber as a Miſtreſs 
for Indultry and Life, and thereby root- 
ing out that Idleneſs and falſe Taſte of 
Liberty ſo prevalent among the High- 
landers, for which they have long been 
infamous, a Load upon their Country, 
a Load even upon themſelyes. It was 
in the Lear 1738, that this Society 
applied for a ſecond Patent. They get 
it to this Effect. His Majeſty thereby 
not only ratiſies and perpetually con- 
firms the original one, befor recited, 
ſor the Ends therei nmentioned, but alſo 


further empowers and authorizes the ff » 


Society by all lawful Means, and ac- 
cording to Rules to be by them eſta- 

bliſned in that Behalf, over and above 
the Purpoſes of their original Patent, 
to cauſe ſuch of the Children as they 


95 Rn 


8835 
up to Husbandry and Houſewifery, f 
in Trades or Manufactures, or in ſuch 
like manual Operations, as the Society 
ſhall think proper; and that in fach 
Places, and in ſuch Manner, as theSociety; 
or their Directors for the Time being; 
ſhall think the moſt practicable and ex- 
pedient, &c. n 
Upon obtaining this Second Charter 
the Society, by Advice of ſome Per- 
ſons skilled in Agriculture, ere ed 4 
School in the Pariſh of Callendar, and 
Yresbytery of Dumblane, to teach ſome 
ys that happy Art; they alſo ſettled 
a competent Salary upon the Teacher: 
And tho' that School is now diſcontinued, 
the Society are {till determined to pro- 
ſecute the Ends of their ſecond Charter 
with Vigour: They think, they have 
now a miore promiſing Proſpe& of Suc- 
ceſs, from a Scheme ſet on Foot for erect- 
ing Work-houſes for the Poor in every 
Presbytery thro' Scotland; in which Caſe, 
the Society will not fail my to con- 
cur in the Deſign, and appoint r 
Salaties for Malters ind Fecher in 
them, both for Religion arid Manufa- 
ures, as they have already done in the 
Orphan Hoſpital, and ity Work- 
houſe at — — W 


7 


: has done more; [they are fully reſolved 


forthwith to erect a School for Manu- 
facture, &c. near the Town of In- 
verneſs, and are upon Terms with the 
Magiſtrates of that Place for a Piece of 
Ground whereon to build a School- 
houſe to be ſupported by charitable 
Mortification made by John Raining of 
Norwich, Merchant, deceaſed. 
The Society. are extremely ſenſible, 
that their two Patents, however ſeem- 
ingly diſtinct, tend to promote one hap- 
py End. Religion and Induſtry are re- 
jated too nearly, to be long aſunder. 
An idle Chriſtian is a prodigious Con- 
tradiction ; he that will not work, 
ought not to eat. But as they would 
chuſe anxiouſly to follow the Will of 
their Benefactors, they have reſolved, 
— Imo, That the whole of that Stock, 
of which they were poſſeſt at the Date of 
their ſecond Charter, ſhall be appropriat- 
ed to anſwer the Ends and Purpoſes of the 
'Firſt.——2dly, That whatever Donati- 
ons ſhall be 55 ſince the Date of the 
ſecond Patent, without particular Dire- 
'Qion-from_ the Donor, ſhall be applied 
== to the Purpoſes of either 
. the N chinks re But 
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in Caſes where the Will of the Donoris 
any how ſignified, that, the Society 
to follow religiouſly. - And laſtly, that 
however careful the Society will be to 
proſecute the Ends of their ſecond: Pa- 
tent, they will never loſe Sight of their 
firſt; and in Caſe any Donor ſhall wholly 
appropriate his Gift for the Purpoſes of 
the laſt, the Society will take Care, out 
of their other Funds, to cauſe the ſame 
Children be educated agrecably to the 
Directions of the firſt. 

And thus, the Directors of this Society 
have endeavoured, with all the Brevity 


poſſible, to preſent the World with a 
View of the Endeavours uſed by them, 
towards reforming the Highlands and 
Iſlands of Scotland. This is indeed 


their main Work, but not their only 


one. The Patent before recited, bade 


them extend their Regards even to the 
other Popiſh, and infidel: Parts of the 


Earth, and ſo they-have done. Chri- 
ſtianity was not deſigned for this or that 


particular People, but for Mankind; and 


therefore this Society has thought her- 
ſelf engaged, to do all in her Power to 
make it more univerſal than at preſent it 
is, by ſending Miſſionaries: to preach to 
the wild — of America. To this 


12 - they 
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they were encouraged by two liberal 
Donations, one from Dr. Daniel Wile 


 Lams at London, and another from a 
Uady in England, both of conſiderable 
FJums ; and the firſt Attempt was made 
in che Lear 1731. — 4A Commiſſion 
TS three Miſhonanes to 
preach the Goſpel ef . Jeſus,. ta the In- 
dansthat border on New-England; - 
and in this Work, they continued to be 
employed for ſeveral Years till at laſt 
the Society was acquainted, by Letters 
from his Excellency. Jonathan Belſcher 
Eſq; Governor of that Province, chat 
their Endeavours had unhappily proven 
unſucceſaful. In the Year 1736, the 
Socicty{ent a Miniſter to a Colony. of 
Highlanders ſettled in the then favourite 
Plantation of Georgia, and continued 
him there till the Yor 1742. But the 
moſt, ſucceſaſul Miſſion was ande makes 
in the Year 1741. 
In that Lear, the deplorable 
State of the Indians on the Borders f 
ad e York, New. Jerſey and Penſilvania 
-having been repreſented by ſeveral Mini- 
17 America, the Society chęarful - 
y reſolyed to maintain two Miſſionaries 
* har n. 9 1 — 
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their Commiſſion to ſeveral Miniſtersand 
Gentlemen of that Place to act as Cor- 
reſpondents, and ta ſuperintend the 
Affairs of ſaid Miſſion. Accordingly, in 
Augult 1741, the Correſpondents pre- 
vailed with Mr. Azariah Horton to re- 
linquiſh a Call to an encouraging Pariffi, 
and to devote himſelf to the Indian Ser- 
vice. He was ſettled at Long-liland 
where-he is ſtill employed, and, by his 
Journals tranſmitted to the Society ſo late 
as May 1747, appears not to preach in 
vain, nor labour in vain, having been 
the Mean not only of converting a con- 
ſiderable Number of Indians to the 
bare Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, but to the ſaying Faith and Obedi- 
ence of the Goſpel. —- Some Time af- 
ter Mr. Horton was employed in the In- 
dian Service, the Correſpondents pre- 
vailed with Mr. David Brainerd, to fol- 
low the ſame Courle, and to encounter 
the Fatigue and Perils of being a Meſ- 
ſenger of Joy to theſe poor bewildered 
Savages ;— Mr. Brainerd accordingly un- 
dertock the arduous Task, and repaired 
to New Jerſey in order to proſecute it. 
What has been the Succeſs of his 
Endeavours, and how much the great 
Author of Chriſtianity has been pleaſed 

to 


(7) 
to bleſs them, will beſt appear from his 


Journals, an Abridgement whereof was 
publiſhed this Tear in England, under 
the Eye of the pious Dr. Doddridge, and 
by him dedicated to the Society. This 
renders it needleſs for the Directors to 
reſume any Part of them in this Place“: 
Only, it will not perhaps be improper ta 
infert the two Letters following, which 
the Society have received ſince Mr. 
Brainerd's Journals; the one is from the 
Reverend Mr. Pemberton Præſes of the 
Society's Correſpondents at New York, 
dated 21ſt July 1747, directed to the 
Preſident of the Society, the other is 
from Jobn Brainerd, Brother to Mr. 
David Brainerd; David is now gone to 
his Reſt, and is ſucceeded by his Brother 
John, who bids fair to fallow him, not 
only in Piety, but in Ability, Zeal and 
Activity for the Kingdom of God. 

* There is one Paſſage, which Mr. Brainerd 


Inferts in his Journal, -in-theſe Words “ An Indian 
„Woman, of whom 1 had good Ground to hope well, 


e enquired of me one Morning, Whether 1 was not 


« ſentto preach to the Indians, by ſome good People, 
« a great Way off? I replied, Yes, by the good People 
4 in Scotland; ſhe anſwered, That her Heart loved theſe 

on gone People ſo, the Evening before, that ſne could 

« ſcarce help praying for them all Night; her Heart 
« would go to God for them, &c.” Tis impoſſible to 
read this Paſſage without being affected. Mr 
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Mr. Pemberton! s Letter, 


* W E rejoice to hear that Mr. Brain- 
erd's Journals afford you ſo. 
much Saddle. We have the Plea- 


ſure to inform you, that Religion is 


{till upon the increaſing Hand among 
thoſe Indians. Thoſe that were for- 


merly converted, evidence the Since- 


rity of their Change by a Converſa- 
tion becoming the Goſpel, and. their 
Numbers are lately increas'd by confi 
derable Additions from ſeveral Places, 
who all live together in a regular So- 


* ciety. An Engliſh School-maſter is 


maintain'd among them, by private 
Contributions in theſe Parts: Man 
of their Children make great Progr $ 
in reading, and learning their Cate- 
chiſm. 

We have not yet enter d any of the 
Indian. Youth for Education, in order 
to the Miniſtry ; ſeveral Difficulties 
have hitherto been caſt in the Way, 
which we have not been able to get 
over; but when we think we have a 
rational Prof pect of anſwering the 
great Ends the Society. has. in View, 


we (hall gladly embrace the Opportu- 


% nity. _ 
« — That you may have a clearer 22 
ö ; «6 0 
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of the Circumſtances of the Indians 
« under Mr. Brainerd's Gare; I have 
© incloſed a Eetter Llately received from 
His Brother. 
We affectionately recommend our- 
© ſelyes and Churches in theſe remote 
« Parts to your Prayers. 
This in the Name of the Correſ- 
0 N is ſubſcribed by 
ir, Tour moſtobedient 


4 humble Servant, 
« Enen,. PEMBERTON: Pp; co. 


Mr. John Brainerd's Letter for the Rey, 
75 Ebenezer — at N New: 
Ork. 8 


* Ses you are pleased to require 
me to give an Account of the 

eſent Situation of Affairs among 

« « ue Indians, which, at this preſent 
« Time, I have the more immediate 
* Care of; I ſhall endeayour to do it in 
« as brief but juſt a Manner as I cart. 
[fs And 

4 iſt, There are now belonging to 
er the Society of Indians, ſomething up- 
« ward of One hundred and ſixty Per- 
* * ſons, old and young, who I think may 
roperly be call'd Inhabitants. of the 
0 — 3 Among theſe Bow Fon 
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who came to'this Place ſince my Ar- 
rival here; which was the 1 5th of April 
laſt, about ten of theſe are Adults, and 
the reſt Children : The Adults, Fhave 
reaſon to think are all rationelly con- 
vinced of the Truth of the Chriſtian _ 


Religion, and under ſome Degree of 1 


Concern ; and moſt of em appear to 
be much concern'd, and their Con- 
victions ſeem to be permanent and ge- 
nuine. n * * 1 
The next Thing I ſhall mention is 
the School, which conſiſts of Fifty 
three Children, who properly belong 
to it and generally attend upon it: 
Twenty ſeven of theſe read in the Te- 
ſtament, and moſt of them can ſay the 

Atem- 
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Aſſembly's ſhorter Catechiſm throu gha 
out by Heart. Others read in Pſalters, 


M Spelling-Books and Primers; and many 
* of them can ſay the Catechiſm half 


thro”. Theſe Children are many of 
them under religious Impreſſions, and 
ſeem to be earneſtly enquiring the Way 
to Zion, and ſome even of the New- 
Comers are much concern'd for the 


Salvation of their Souls; and all that 


are grown to any conſiderable Bigneſs 
(fo far as we can know by obſerving 
and enquiring of their Parents, and 
of ane concerning another) do live in 
the conſtant Performance of ſecret 


Duties. 


« As touching their ſecular Affairs, 
they are much more comfortable than 


they were. They have upwards of 


Forty Acres of Engliſh Grain in 
the Ground ; and near about fo much 
Indian Corn; and they do, I think, 
in general follow their ſecular Buſineſs 


as well as can be expected, conſider- 


ing they have all thei Days been uſed 
to Sloth and Idleneſs. Thus, Sir, I 

* have FA en a very brief Anſwer to 
Jour Demands, bi I think a juſt Ac- 


count 
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4 count of the preſent Condition of thely 7 


“Indians, and am, 

From Bethel, Rev. Sir, Yours, &c. 
* the Indian Town 5 
* in New-Jerſey, Jonx Braingrn, 
June 23, 1747+ 


If theſe hopeful Proceedings, of ci- 
vilizing, as well as chriſtianizing, the 


| Poor Savages of America ſhall continue 


to increaſe, the Benefits which even on 
Political and Mercantile Conſiderations 
will redound to Britain, may well merit 
the Attention of the Publick ; ſeeing, 
by bringing the Indians to live in a re- 
gular Way (a Difficulty till now thought 
unſurmountable) with fixed Habitations 
and Farms, his Majeſty may in Time 
have a new World of ſettled Subjects in 
America, who may improve not only 
in the Culture of Land, but in Com- 
merce and Manufacture of every Kind. 
It ſeems therefore of great Importance 
to Britain, that all poſſible Endeavours 
ſhould be uſed for the Converſion of the 
Indians, even on the Score of human 
Policy alone; and promoting this excel- 
lent Work, ſeems as much our Intereſt 
with reſpec to this World, ſingly eonſi- 

K 2 dered 


grred, as it is our higheſt Duty and In- 
reſt with reſpect to Eternity. But 
Arguments, drawn' from this laſt Conſi- 
deration, if properly handled, would lead 
the Directors to a more ample Field than 
any they have yet trod; and therefore 
they ſhall wave them. — They do it 
the more willingly, in regard the Au- 
. thor of the elegant Sermon prefixed, has 
piouſly prevented what they might have 
ſaid on that Head, and has touched 
them with a more maſterly Hand, than 
it was poſſible for them to do, —— All 
they ſhall ſay is, That they cannot but 
hope, that every Perſon who keeps theſe 
united Conſiderations in View, will, in 
his Station, and after, his Ability, contri- 
bute to encourage a Society which not 
only maintains a greatNumber of Schools, 
at home in the Highlands, and Iſlands 
adjacent, but alſo ſtrives, with her beſt 
Eudeavours, to ſpread the Light of the 
Goſpel over the remoteſt Parts of the 
Britiſh Empire. 

The Directors would now conclude, 
but. Gratitude demands one Paragraph 
more, namely a Paragraph of 'I hanks to 
thoſe who have contributed towards this 
gaodDeſign.--T hey do it therefore, they 
F return 


return all ſuch Perſons their heart 
Thanks; particularly they do it to the 
Inhabitants of our Neighbour King- 
dom of England. They, in an eſpecial 
Manner, have contributed liberally to- 
wards the Advancement of the So- 
ciety's Stock; in the Years 1747, and 
1748, the Inhabitants of England have 
gifted upwards of Four hundred Pound 
Sterling each Fear. The Directors 
hope for the Continuance of this 
Goggneſs and tho” they indeed cannot 
recompence their Benefactors, they ſin- 
cerely pray, that ſuch may be recompen- 
ſed at the Reſurrection of the Juſt.— 
Nor can they here omit to mention the 
late Liberality of a Gentleman of Eſtate 
in Ireland, who has at his oun Cha 
gauſed tranſlate a pious Work of Mr. 
Baxter's into the Iriſh Language, in order 
to be diſtributed thro' the Highlands. 
And tho' the Society have adventured 
ſo far to alter his Plan, as to cauſe print 
it with one Side Iriſh, and the other 
Engliſh, they believe the World will think 
the Amendment good, upon a Scheme, 
in every reſpe& pious, laudable, and 
lovely. | Fer 
Names 
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Names of Perſons appointed to 
receive Benefactions in London 

and E dinhurgh, for the Ule of 

Þ} dis Society. 


In London, Cl ap Jouss rox, 
Merchant. 


wo 


In Edinburgh, Aus DayipsoN 
of Haltree. 


| Form of a Bequeſt or Legacy. 


Te, I give and bequeath the Sum 

of to the Society in Scotland 
for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
to be applied (either for the Purpoſes 
of the firſt or ſecond Charter, as the 
Donor pleaſes.) 


Com- 


— 
Committee of Dix rons for the Feat 
1748. 


HE Rev. Mr. Jonn Hrenunn Almoner to his Majefty, and 
one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, Przſes, 
The Rev. Mr. JAM s WALKER ene ef the Miniſters of the Canon 


The Rev. Mr. RonzxT Kintocn 

The Rev. Mr. WILLIAM GusTHART | Mites of Eibach 
The Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER WeapsTER 
Mr. Joszrx WII tIAuson Advonte. 
Mr. WILLIAM HALL of Whitehall. 
ALBERT MUNRo of Coull. 

GeorxGe BAaLroun Writer to the Signet. 
WILLIAM Top Merchant. 

GeokGe CUNINGHAM Surgeon. 
ANDREW CHALMER Writer. 

Joun PaTon Bookſeller. 

Jonn Davison Writer. 


ALEXANDER Tair Secretary to the Edinbnrgh Inſurance. 

The Moſt Honourable the Marquis of LoTH1AN is Prefident of the 
general Court. | 

The Right Honourable WILLIAM GrxanT of Preſton-Grangs, 
Eſq; his Majeſty's Advocate for Scotland Secretary, 

Janzs Nimmo, Eſq; Caſhier of Exciſe, Comptroller, 

ALEXANDER CKALZMERS Aoccountant. 

James Davipsox of Halltree, Treaſurer. 


RoBerT MYNTOSH Rr 
Jonx LouTH1aN Book - holder. 


Jamzs BROWN, Bookſeller. 
Janzs Lans Officer, 
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